No Show & Tell this month we have
Speed build See note below

Do not bring kits bring the fol- 2010 Kick-Off Classic Satur-
lowing: day, 20 March 2010. Santa
Nippers, glue, Xacto knife, and Clara Conventlon_ Center,
sand paper or sanding stick, 5001 Great American Park-
Etc. way. Sponsored by Silicor

Valley Scale Modelers.
(Silicon Valley, California,
Region 9). POC: Chris
Bucholtz, 510-769-8316.
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Greetings, my Fellow Plastic Fanat-
ics! Lately, | find myself being all
wrapped up checking out sites on th
Internet. Lately, this “Face Book”
deal came about and I'm finding lots
of old long lost friends out there
who've been pinging me! | tell you,
this stuff can be really addictive.
Even my wife's hooked on it...and
she just started last month. At any
rate, | do find myself chatting with
some close friends who build. One
whom I've chatted online just re-
cently was my friend Cyrus Tan. Be
ter know as “Cyrus The Virus” to his
friends. The “Master Builder” lives
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down in Orange County, So Cal,
and work is nonetheless...awesom
His works have won him many
awards in local, regional, and na-
tional, not to mention he won &1
Place Award at the very first Tami-
yaCon back in 1996. Lately he anc
| have been keeping in touch, and
he’s says he’s been putting togethg
and updating a 1/350 scale Trum-
peter, USS Nimitz CVN-68 aircraft
carrier. During our chat he said
he’'d e-mail me some pictures.
When | opened them | was just
dumfounded as the meticulous at-
tention to detail this guy demon-
strates! He literally scratch-built
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almost all of the carriers’ hangar bay

details, as well as updating details
the island superstructure and exter
sponson areas. And by the way, |
have shot (sent) these pictures
around to some of the members, a
hope you can spread those so all
members, so that his photos of his
build can inspire everyone. Lately,

Cyrus said that he’s been document-

ing his builds as he plans to have
them on feature in magazines and
posted on the Internet.

I, on the other hand recently

helped a modeler from lItaly with ret

search information for his 1/32 sca
F-105G. | pretty much showed him
which website to go for his info and
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walk-around shots. He later thanked

me for the help.

Like John “JB” Ballman (FSM
Vice President) stated during our |3
meeting, finding modeling informa-
tion and references is just an Intern
away in cyberspace.

THE MEETING

Tonight, our Fresno Scale Mod
ers Chapter meeting was held at
HobbyTown USA’s multi-purpose
meeting room, on Thursday, 18 Fe
ruary 2010, located at the southwe
corner of Bullard and Marks Avenu
Tonight, there were a total @b peo-

ple present, most of whom were club

members. Our compadres from
Kings County Scale Modelers, Lou
Castro, Richard Perez, Scott Gist,
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and their member in hiding Ed Shipsg,
who was recently discharged from

the Navy. Ed, we sincerely thank ygu

for your service to our country! Yes,

they all cruised up from Lemoore ang

made it to our meeting this evening.
Let's not forget Fred and Donna Ev-
ans, and Robert Nunes, Sr. and

Robert Nunes, Jr. for also making it
tonight. We thank you all very much
for coming. You're always welcome

At 7:00 PM, | called the meeting
to order, and started us off with in-
troductions. Once everyone was in-
troduced, the evening’'s agenda for
business discussion was underway

BUSINESS

UPCOMING EVENTS:

IPMS Tucson Show/Swap Meet:
Saturday, 17 January 2010.
Fraternal Order of Police
Lodge, 3445 N. Dodge Blvd.
Sponsored by IPMS Tucson
(Tucson, Arizona, Region 10)
POC: Derek Campbell, 520-
425-02009.

Learning To Fly: Saturday, 11
April 2010, San Joaquin
Country Fair Grounds, 1658
S. Airport Way. Sponsored b
IPMS San Joaquin Valley
Scale Modelers. (San Joaqui
Valley, California, Region 9).
POC: Bob Phillips, 209-401-
3813.

Best of the West XIV:Saturday,
22 May 2010, 2800 South
Boulder Highway. Sponsored
by IPMS Las Vegas Chapter.
(Henderson, Nevada, Region
8). POC: Johnny Galza, 702
-658-6029.
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San Diego Model Expo 2010:
Saturday, 5 June 2010. Sar
Diego Air & Space Museum
Gillespie Field. 3335
Kenney St. Sponsored by
IPMS San Diego. (El
Cajon, California, Region 8.
POC: Gary Williams, 858-
453-8777.

FSM BUSINESS:

E-mail Updates & HobbyTown
USA info: “Father”

The Treasurers ReportSo far,

with a demonstration during
our next month’s meeting.
We’ll have to brush up on ou
Power Point presentation
skills soon!

as per Treasurer Walter
“PPK” Reuter’s report, the
club/chapter account are stil
holding very well in our sav-

ings and checking’s account,
For more information regards

ing our club account, please
feel free to see Walter.

Domenic Ortiz
opened and high-
lighted to all mem-
bers, to update their
-mail addresses on
muster/roster sheet
that was being passed
around. He also
added that anyone
interested could check

D

off either yes/no on

the sheet as to whether
they’'d like to receive news
updates from HobbyTown
USA. A copy of the roster
sheet will be sent to “Evil”
Ernie Gee so he can update
his database with those
who'd like news updates
sent by e-mail.

New Overhead Projector...
Getting One: | have re-
cently received information
from our vice president,
John Ballman, and he states
that he will be purchasing a
new NEC overhead projec-
tor from Staples, along with
a projector screen before
this weekend. JB stated dulf
ing our last meeting that the
overhead projector will be
our club/chapter’s property,
and that anyone can use it
for tip & techniques and

online search presentations.
I'm sure JB will provide us

Model Speed-Building:Remem-

ber the days when you were

kid, and someone gave you g
model for your birthday, or as

a gift for a Christmas? Or

maybe your were at your local
drugstore with your mom and

dad, and found the kit in the
toy section, and you just
couldn’t wait to get your
hands on it when you got
home...and see just how qu
you could whip this baby to-
gether? Well, your chance t
live those glory days will sog
come to fruition in next
months meeting. “Father”
Dom announced that there
will be no Show & Tell ses-
sion, but a “Speed-Build”
session. Dom says that a
large number of kits will be
brought in for this function.
All you need to bring in is yo
supply of tools and glue for
the build, and that an allottec

time will be set foq .
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the actual build to see who
can build the fastest...straight
out of the box! No paints, no
camouflage, no fuss! Just
build! Decals...well, maybe.
Don't forget!

Once the topic of Business discus
sion was completed, the helm was
then turned over to “Father”
Domenic, Program Director Extra-

ordinaire. Domenic once again highf

lighted and discussed the “Tips &

Techniques” program that he’s pusht

ing for briefly, and then turned over
controls to our vice president John
“Bubblelicious Submarinus Maxi-
mus” Ballman, who this evening,
gave us a presentation in the realm
the “Sludge Wash”...in modeling
parlance...highlighting panel lines.

At 7:25 PM, a quick, short break
was called. This evening our mem-
ber had a chance to walk around thg
room and check out each of the mern
bers’ models and view the various
kits in-progress brought in tonight.
At 7:35 PM, the meeting was called
to order, and tonight’'s Show & Tell
session commenced.

SHOW & TELL

“Marvelous” Marvin Reyes
started the evening off. To-
night he brought in his old
Monogram, 1/48 scale F-8E
Crusader which he modified
into the upgraded F-8H, with
markings of the Sun Downers
of VF-111, (of which that
squadron later transitioned
into F-4J’'s/N’s). Marv says
that when he’d built this
model many years ago, this

Nick “The Bruiser” Bruno, the

was the only game in town.
He also added that it really
was a straightforward build
with only a few minor fit
gripes and adequate detail
for its time. It wasn't until
many years later that Hase-
gawa came out with their
version of the F-8 in 1/48
scale, and later Trumpeter
coming out with theirs in
1/32 scale, that we can learr
to appreciate what Mono-
gram had to offer at the
time. Marv, that's certainly
a very nice looking Cru-
sader! Marvin also brought
in a recently purchased
book entitled “Russian Air-
power” by author Jefim
Gordon, which chronicles
the history of Russian air-
craft from its beginnings,
through the Communist,
USSR period to the modern
era. Marv says this book is
definitely an excellent
source of reference informa-
tion on just about all the
different aircraft that were
manufactured in Russia.

modeler for all seasons,
brought in his Monogram,
1/24 scale '32 Ford Road-
ster which he won at the
raffle and JB home last
Christmas, and is in-
progress, assembling parts,
and is quite satisfied with
the way the model is coming
together. So far, it's looking
good, Nick! Nick also
brought in his Arii, 1/48
scale Republic P-47D

Jimmy Yessaian...not to be cont

Richard Perez, our auto modelin

“Razorback” Thunderbolt,
and also showed off his
Italeri, 1/35 scale Panther
(early production) that is
now completed. Nick
brought this kit in during

past meetings to show us hi
progress. Once completed,
Nick hand-painted the camou-
flage scheme. Not bad Nick!
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fused with Joseph Heller's
“Catch 22" character
“Captain Yosarian,” brought
in his finally completed
Tamiya, 1/48 scale Focke
Wulf FW-190A-8 “Butcher
Bird.” That's a tough looking
warbird there, Jimmy! He
also brought in his in-
progress Revell, 1/48 scale
15E Strike Eagle which is
slowly making its way to-
wards completion. Jimmy is
also in-work with an Acad-
emy, 1/48 scale Russian Mig
21 Fishbed. Jimmy, buddy,
you've got your hands full.
But | don't think its nothing
you can’'t handle!

g
subject matter expert, (or

smee) from Kings County
Scale Modelers, shifted gear
and brought in his Trumpete
1/35 scale US Marine Corps
LAV-25 that is in-progress at
this time. Richard says that
he and his uncle, Louis Cas-
tro, are in a friendly competi
tion in building LAV-25's.
However, in his case, he's
been quite busy assembling
and detailing his LAV-25, as
is his uncle. Richard says
he’s added a number of brass
PE parts, and is careful in
handling these delicate items.
He also brought in his re-
cently purchased Revell, 1/48
scale Russian attack helicop
ter, the Kamov Ka-58. Rich-
ard, you're really starting to
broaden your horizon! I'm
sure you've got experience
with armored vehicles, as you
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use to perform maintenance
on the real thing! Although,
he didn’t bring them in, Rich
says he’s also in-work with a
couple of aircraft models, and
also another car. He also
brought in a couple of
Dragon, 1/35 scale soldier
figures. Keep the build on,
Rich!

Louis Castro, from Kings Country
Scale Modelers, also brought
in his AMT, 1/35 scale US
Marine Corps LAV-25, and
already has the re-worked
suspension installed and the
rest of the hull built. How-
ever, unlike his nephew, Rich-
ard, has opted to build the
armored vehicle straight out
of the box. Louis, so far it's
seems to be coming along
smoothly. | wonder who will
win? Like Richard, Louis
also shifted colors and started
building his old Revell, 1/720
scale USS New Jersey BB-62.
Louis, nothing to it...you can
do it!!

Ed Shipe, also hailing from Le-
moore, and a member of
Kings County Scale Modelers,
brought in his Revell, 1/24
scale Ford 4 x 4 “Quadzilla”
monster truck. However, Ed
says he’s run into some seri-
ous fit problems with the kit
suspension system not lining
up properly during assembly.
At any, Ed says he’ll continue
his endeavor in building this
kit out of box. Ed, don't let
“Quadzilla” beat you!

Carl “Knock, Knock” Knoch, to-
night, brought in his finally
completed AMT, (scale?) USS
Excelsior starship. Carl says,
that he had had enough of this
kit, as the parts did not fit

flush, and had alignment
problems. Overall, he man-
age to keep his sanity and
complete the build. He
painted the entire model
Gloss White. Unfortunately,
he added, he should've gloss
coated the decal sheet be-
fore he dipped them in wa-
ter, as they cracked while he
was installing them. Again,
he did his best to keep the
decals together, and salvage
what he had. Carl, | think
your Excelsior, has ex-
celled! Carl also brought in
his old Monogram, 1/48
scale, 2-seater F-5F Aggres-
sor fighter, and stated that
he plans to build it into a
NASA chase plane, and add
a photoreconnaissance te-
lemetry kit. Carl, you can

do it!

“Sugar” Ray Alvarado, our man

of various modeling inter-
ests and subjects, brought in
his Accurate Miniatures,
1/48 scale Douglas SBD-5
scout/dive bomber which,
he’s already in progress,
cutting, cleaning and prep-
ping parts for paint. This is
his project for our “WWII
Naval Aviation War in the
Pacific” Project. So far, it's
smooth sailing! Keep it up,
Ray!

Walter “PPK” Reuter...is build-

ing! Tonight, he brought in
his AMT, (scale?) Jedi Star-
fighter, which he’ll soon be
starting work on soon. Wal-
ter also brought in his in-
progress 1/72 scale Panzer
IV tank. Yes, folks, Walter is
making an improvement!
BUILD OR DIE, WALTER!!

Jack Loughmiller is still hanging

Larry “Big Easy” Fahrenbacher

“Father” Domenic Ortiz, brought

in there with a number of his
building projects. Jack, |
know exactly how you feel!
This evening, he brought in
his Tamiya, 1/48 scale F-16¢
which he began a couple of
months ago, and is slowly
piecing this kit together.
Don’t worry Jack; it's a piece
of cake! Take your time with
this baby! He also brought i
his recently purchased Italer
1/24 scale Peterbuilt diesel
semi, and a Revell, HO scal
Locomotive. Okay, Jack...o
model at a time!

brought in his Trumpeter,
1/32 scale Fairey Swordfish
better known as the “String
Bag,” which he had won at 3
raffle at the Fremont contest
last year. You lucky dog,
Larry! As Larry describes th
kit, he says it's pretty much
Tamiya’s 1/48 scale model
blown up. Overall, he addeg
the build should be pretty
much straightforward. This
will be his British Naval Air
Arm Project. Go for it “Big
Easy!”

in his Starship Project of
NXO1's engine pods, which
he completed, painted and s
aside, along with the main
body superstructure. As
Dome mentions, he pretty
much built this kit in sections
for ease of assembly and
painting. This starship is
painted Silver, and he used
children’s glitter blue to pro-
duce the engine pods fusion
lighting effect. Nice! Dom
also brought in his nearly
completed Monogram, 1/48
scale A-4 Skyhawk, which h
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says, JB purchased on Ebay a




while back, and donated it for
his special project. The Sky-
hawk Dom had built is for a
good friend from his job, who
was a pilot during the Viet-
nam War who flew A-4’s in
the Navy, while assigned to
VA-212 “Rampant Raiders”
depicted in the markings of
this model. Nice looking
model, Dom!

At 8:00 PM, another short break
was called. While members were uy
and about checking out other mem-
bers’ in-work models, “Father” Dom
was also in-work passing out raffle
tickets for this evening’s raffle. The
prizes displayed were old model kits
books, magazines; history and mod-
eling literature. At 8:20 PM, the eve
ning’s raffle commenced. After the
raffle drawing, the Show & Tell Ses-
sion continued.

“Juggernaut” Julie Tatum re-
cently purchased an interest-
ing model tonight. It was
Academy’s (scale?) roman
Warship, which she’'d been
contemplating on getting over
6-months ago. Well, tonight,
she finally has it, and plans to
build this kit up nicely, and
later, have it place on her liv-
ing room table. Julie, keep us
posted on your build. Bring it
in during our next meeting.

“Teflon” Don Tatum is still work-
ing the RC circuit. Tonight,
he brought in his E-Flight .60
440-volt brushless motor,
which he’ll install in his RC
Focke Wulf FW-190 aircratft,
and which, he says, he pur-
chased for $40! They don't
call him “Teflon” Don for
nothing! Don, I'm sure our
members won’'t mind you
bringing in your RC plane so
you can demonstrate the mo-

Fred Evans, our “Treadhead

tor’s installation, and show
us just how big the warbird
is! Now, I'm really itching
to build my Hangar 9 P-51
Mustang!

Robert Nunes, Sr., continues hi$

building efforts after his
short hiatus. This evening
he brought in his old Revell,

1/72 scale Boeing P-26 Peaf

shooter. Robert says that
his aircraft is definitely not
without its faults. But, he
says he kept at it and man-
age to push through the
bugs, and complete this
model. He still has a few
more touch-ups to do until
it's finally done. Robert, we
definitely like the old yellow
-wing Army Air Corp
scheme! Nice!

Extraordinaire,” continues
to astound us with his WWII
armored fighting vehicle
collection. Tonight, he
brought in his Dragon, 1/35
scale rare proto-type Tiger
I, which Fred explained,
that there were only a hand-
ful which fought during
WWII, until improvements
on the actual production
models were made. Overall
he stated the model was
pretty much built up, and
details later added. Inter-
esting tank subject there,
Fred! Fred also broughtin
his Dragon “Premium Edi-
tion,” 1/35 scale
Sd.Kfz.250/8 German half-
track with the 7.5cm K.51

p

L/24 gun. Those are really
awesome looking models,
Fred!

Greg Banks, once again,

brought in his awesome

Scott “Scotty” Gist has had some

Bill Uffelman brought several

Tamiya, 1/35 scale Iraqi T-
72M, in an Iragi desert scen
diorama. As most of you have
seen, Greg pulled out all of
the stops on this tank by add
ing a Verlinden T-72 tank en
gine, and added fuel lines and
other plumbing, and opened
the engine bay. He also
opened up tool and storage
boxes and also scratch-built
the tanks “laser-scattering
device” or “dazzler” mounted
on the turret. Greg says this
system was used in an effort
to “scramble” lasers used for
anti-tank weapons. The sys
tem he says...did not work.
He also added PE engine ai
intake screens, and reworke
the fuel drum straps in the
rear! Greg, this is definitely
an awesome looking tank!!
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serious bouts with AMS dis-
ease, or Advance Modelers’
Syndrome, which can only b
cured by purchasing all the
required aftermarket Photo
Etch, Resin Details and larg
amounts of reference litera-
ture in the name of building
model with extreme accu-
racy!! Well, tonight he
showed us how severe his dis-
ease has progressed when he
brought in his two...yes two
Revell, 1/32 scale AH-1G Co
bras and modified them into
AH-1S’s. Scott decided to go
all out and upgraded both
“Snake” cockpits with resin
sets and vacu-form canopies
from “Fireball Models.”
Scott says he still has a quit
a ways to go in improving
both helos exterior as well.
Scott, you have a diseased
mine!!
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models this evening, and con-
tinues his endeavors in build-
ing through the storms of fit
problems and mis-aligned
parts and pieces. Bill, never
fear. We all have the same
issues! This evening, Bill
brought in his Revell, 1/720
scale German battlewagon,
the Schornhorst. Although,
building this ship wasn’t an
easy task, it, however, turned
out rather well, and Bill fi-
nally painted it up. He also
brought in one of his favorite
kits, the old Revell, 1/72 scale
M24 Chaffee light tank. Bill
says the kit went together
quite well with only a few fit
issues. And finally, he
brought in his 1/32 scale, 21
Century Toys Mitsubishi Type
21 Zero, which he says he’s
just itching to build! He also
brought in his DML, 1/48
scale Focke Wulf TA-152
German high altitude fighter.
Bill, just like any other model
that comes down the pipe,
work it one at a time. Test-fit
twice, glue once!

Ken Uffelman, tonight, brought in
his Czech Model F-80 Lock-
heed Shooting Star...which, in
his case turned out to be a
“Falling Star” due to warped
parts, and no locating pins.
He also added that the kit has
the worst cockpit in this scale
and said the resin kit handles
were a bear to install. Other-
wise, he finally made all the
interior parts fit and glued the
fuselage halve together, and
installed the wings. Needless
to say, it was “putty city” for
this warbird! In the end, Ken
pressed on and finally
primered the aircraft in
preparation for paint. The
challenge now is for Ken to

paint the Natural Metal fin-
ish. Ken also brought in his
finally completed, old Rev-
ell, 1/32 scale AV-8A US
Marine Corps Harrier
which sports the two-tone
USMC Dark Green and
Dark Gray scheme of the
late ‘70’s and early ‘80’s,
with marking of VMA-212
“Aces”. Ken, | must tell you
that although the Harrier is
a tough looking jet, it was
designed by a woman who
hated men!! And | can at-
test to that, as | was a CDI
and maintenance guy on it
when | was stationed in
China Lake! Ken also
brought in his Revell, 1/35
scale Panzerkamfwagon
Ausf. F, and his Revell,
1/144 scale German U-Boat.
Ken, you continue to in-
trigue us with your model
collection!

After the Show & Tell session
was completed, the helm was then
turned over to Tom “Da Bomb”
Hobbs for our evening’s auction.
After the battle had raged and the

smoke had cleared, the victors were

rewarded the following:

* DML, 1/48 scale, Kawasaki
Ki. 61 Tony Type 3 Ken Uffelman

* HobbyCraft, 1/48 scale, Mess-
erschmitt Bf-109E1 Julie Tatum

* DML, 1/48 scale, Hienkel
Hel62A-2 Salamander Richard
Perez

* Airfix, 1/72 scale, Short Sun-
derland 11l Rick Cooper

Congratulations to the winners!
You now are the proud owners of
some of the most awesome kits in
the universe!!

The Fresno Scale Modelers
meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM.

Photos from the
Santa Rosa Con |
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Hobbytown USA

A National Franchise
Where you
CAN build
your
dreams.

We have supplies for:

Radio controlled planes, cars, boats.
Model trains, planes, automobiles rockets.
Adventure and historical games.
Educational and Science supplies & Kits.

Craft supplies.

also do repairs on radio control equipment atdaoles.

Located at 3069 W. Bullard
Ph. (559) 435-3342
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President
Maurice Saicon
IPMS# 3400
Ph. (559) 277-9649
E-mail: msaicon@ yahoo.con

Vice President
John Ballman
IPMS# 39664

Ph. (559) 439-3870
E-mail:

JballmanO5@comcast.net

Chapter Secretary

h

Ph. E-mail:

Contact
Carl knoch
IPMS# 40920

E-mail: t34bozo@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Walter Reuter
IPMS# 30820

Ph. (559) 297-7242
E-mail:
Program Director
Domenic Ortiz
IPMS# 5128

Parting Shot
Ph. (559) 222-1042
E-mail: ort997@aol.com
Editor / Photographer

Larry Fahrenbacher
IPMS#22550
Ph. (559) 252-0569
E-mail: lefahren-
bacher@att.net

“Build or Die”

Webmaster
Scott GistIPMS#
E-mail:scottgistl@att.net
Parting Shot: And heres the
first Graduate from Ninja
SPECOPS School
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Hobbytown

Library

Marks N

Bullard

E

We generally hold our meetings on the
third Thursday of the month. They are
currently held in the meeting room of
Hobbytown that is located on the South

West corner of Bullard & Marks Next to

the Fresno County Library extension.

The meetings start at 7:00 p.m. and end ext /'\\"por””thlssme eting
at 9:00 p.m. You can get more information Meelting Room at Hobbytown
by contacting our chapter contact Karl 7:00 p.m.
Knoch C/O IPMS/Fresno Scale Modelers
P.0O. Box 2277 Clovis, CA. 93613-2277 or
by e-mail at t34bozo@yahoo.com
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