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Desert Classic XIII:  Saturday, 
7 November 2009.   

Antelope Valley College, 3041 
W. Avenue K.  Sponsored 
by IPMS Antelope Valley 
Group (AVG) (Lancaster, 
California, Region 8).  POC:  
Mike Valdez, 661-256-
0410. 

The Christmas 
Party Date Has 

Been Moved 
New Date To Be 
Announed stay 

tuned 
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have forgotten to 
drill those damned 
holes for the py-
lons.  Yet, we learn 
to adapt, over-
come, and impro-
vise as we build.  I 
guess that’s why 
they call us modelers.  We work out 
magic making use of putty, filler, CA 
glue, plastic card/strips and old 
sprue, not to mention filing and sand-
ing.  Gotta love this hobby!!                   
      
 
 

THE MEETING 
 

 
      This evening, our Fresno Scale 
Modelers Club/Chapter meeting was 
held at HobbyTown USA’s multi-
purpose meeting room, on Thursday, 
15 October 2009, located at the 
southwest corner of Bullard and 
Marks Avenue.  Tonight, there were a 
total of 22 people present, most of 
whom were club members.  Once 
again, we welcome back our compa-
dres from Kings County Scale Model-
ers, Richard Perez and Louis Castro.  
Guys, we’re always glad to have you 
at our meeting.  You’re always wel-
come!         
 
     At around 7:00 PM, I called the 
meeting to order, which was opened 
with introductions.  Once everyone 
was introduced and acknowledged, 
the topic of business discussion com-
menced.  
 
 

BUSINESS 
 
 
Upcoming Events: 

 
 

Tri-City Classic VI:  Saturday, 17 
October 2009.  Newark Com-

IPMS 
FRESNO SCALE MODELERS 

MINUTES 

 
Maurice Saicon  

Chapter President 
IPMS/USA NO.  34000 

 
Thursday, 15 October 2009 

     Greetings my Fellow Plastic Fa-
natics!  So, the month of Halloween 
has arrived and the weather’s start-
ing to cool down.  I’m sure that many 
of you, as well as I, have quite a 
number of modeling horror stories to 
tell.  Among our favorites are assem-
bling the fuselage of an aircraft, 
while forgetting to install the cockpit 
or the engine, or installing a compo-
nent or decal bass-ackward, updown-

side, or leaving a model 
out to dry for the night 
after an exhaustive and 
flawless airbrushing ses-

sion, only to pick it up then next day 
and have the model stick to your 
hand!  Aaaaaaah!  Dang Finger-
prints!  Yes, I’m sure the stories are 
endless, and I’m sure that many of 
you can relate.  I myself have 
“gooned up” it up in a number of 
occasions, and had some close 
calls.   
     However, I continue to remind 
myself to do a better job on the next 
kit and try not to foul it up as bad.  
And I know we all do our best to 
read the instructions carefully, but 
neglect to shave off or file down 
that 1/16th of an inch of plastic or 
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points will be recognized for 
their selfless efforts.  For in-
formation regarding our point 
system, contact any of our 
staff members. 

 
Club Christmas Party Plan:  Our 

annual club Christmas party/
potluck has been planned/
scheduled for Friday, 4 De-
cember 2009.  “Father” Dom 
added that a Christmas party 
dishlist will be passed around 
for members to sign up for 
what dish they plan on bring-
ing in.  This will take place in 
our next meeting in Novem-
ber.  As always, Dom also 
stated that he’ll be involved in 
membership dues collection 
and the passing of the bottle 
of Jose Cuervo… 

 
Head to Head/Evil Twin Compe-

tition & Figures:  In keeping 
up with our competitive edge, 
“Father” Dom highlighted in 
detail the process of which 
club members, in the realm of 
friendly competition, can 
challenge one another in 
building opposing models.  
For example, members can 
challenge each another in a 
“Head-to-Head” or “Evil 
Twin” competition, by build-
ing opposing armored fighting 
vehicles (AFV’S), aircraft, 
cars, ships, etc., be it Axis vs. 
Allied, NATO vs. Warsaw 
Pact (USSR), good, bad, or 
ugly, in any category, of 
which points can be scored!  
Later, Dom passed around 
various scales of figures, in 
1/72, 1/40, 1/48, 1/32, and 
1/35.  His goal is to provide 
us with as much information 
in how to paint, shade and 
highlight them, and in making 
them look realis-
tic in scale.  Fig-
ures, he says, is 
the subject we 

McDonnell Douglas F-15A 
Eagle.  As the day pro-
gressed we were greeted 
with a light showing of chil-
dren whose interests were 
heightened the collection of 
kits we had available.  By 
the middle of the day, there 
were scores of visitors arriv-
ing, and our ModelQuest/
Make & Take session was in 
full swing.  After we ran out 
of F-15’s, members’ broke 
out the F-117 Stealth Fight-
ers, and F-14 Tomcats.  Still 
the kids and parents came 
and the members were defi-
nitely in their element cut-
ting and snapping parts and 
pieces together.  Of course, 
the kids did most of the con-
structive work with the help 
of our guys.  No doubt, eve-
ryone enjoyed, and the feel-
ing of seeing a kit walk 
away happy because he or 
she had a great looking air-
plane to take home, really 
made us all feel good!  
Thanks a bunch, guys!  

 
Points, Points, & More Points:  

While on the subject of 
points, “Father” Domenic 
Ortiz provided us with an 
insight to the point system 
used by our chapter/club, 
and those members who 
have accumulated points for 
their contributions such as 
their attendance in monthly 
meetings, showing off their 
in-progress or completed 
models, attending and par-
ticipating in contests spon-
sored by other chapters/
clubs, (including our own), 
writing articles and kit re-
views for our Modelers’ 
Memo, and volunteering and 
participating in events/
functions, and assisting in 
judging.  The list goes on.  
At the end of the year, mem-
bers who’ve accumulated 

munity Center, 35501 Cedar 
Boulevard.  Sponsored by 
IPMS Fremont Hornets 
(Newark, California, Region 
9).  POC:  Lou Orsell, 510-
481-7335. 

 
Orange Con 2009:  Saturday, 17 

October 2009.  Conference 
Center – California State Uni-
versity, Fullerton, 800 North 
State College Blvd.  Spon-
sored by IPMS Orange 
County (Orange County, Cali-
fornia, Region 8).  POC:  Nat 
Richards, 949-631-7142. 

 
Desert Classic XIII:  Saturday, 7 

November 2009.  Antelope 
Valley College, 3041 W. Ave-
nue K.  Sponsored by IPMS 
Antelope Valley Group (AVG) 
(Lancaster, California, Re-
gion 8).  POC:  Mike Valdez, 
661-256-0410. 

 
IPMS Silver Wings Contest & 

Raffle:  Saturday, 5 Decem-
ber 2009.  Joseph Kerr Mid-
dle School, 8865 Elk Grove 
Boulevard.  Sponsored by 
IPMS Silver Wings (Elk 
Grove, California, Region 9).  
POC:  Art Silen, 530-753-
3265 

 
 

Make-N-Take Success at the Mu-
seum:  This evening I took the 
opportunity to thank those 
members who’ve attended and 
assisted in setting up, and vol-
unteering to show both adults 
and children a great in build-
ing those awesome snap-tite 
kits.  We previously had a to-
tal of 40 Revell Snap-Tite F-
15 Eagle reserved for the 
Make & Take build session, 
which, as most of you well 
know, was in commemoration 
and unveiling their newest 
aircraft in their display, the 
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yard dirt was used and kept in 
place using cheap ($1.00) 
hairspray.  The Stug IIIG was 
painted in Panzer German 
Gray, and then a wash of 
White Acrylic paint was used.  
Rick took careful steps to 
“flaking off” and weathering 
the paint to give it that winter 
weather-beaten look.  The 
trick he says is to vary your 
shades throughout, as these 
vehicles were really used and 
abused.  Rick, you make it 
look so simple!! 

 
Louis Castro from KCSM, contin-

ues his love affair with classic 
cars.  This evening, Lou 
showed us his in-progress 
Revell, 1/24 scale ’50 Ford 
Pick-up, which he purchased 
at a vendor at the Antelope 
Valley Group (AVG) contest, 
held last November in Lan-
caster.  So far, he says, the 
assembly is going quite 
smoothly, with the frame, 
chassis, and other compo-
nents already cut, cleaned and 
painted.  He says he plans on 
finding that shade of Yellow to 
paint the exterior.  As he con-
tinues the build, Lou also 
plans on adding a number of 
details to both the interior and 
exterior.  He recently pur-
chased a 427 engine from 
“gomotergid.com” which 
he’ll soon add to his ‘50 Ford.  
Make it happen, Lou!  It looks 
good so far! 

 
Richard Perez, our other amigo 

from KCSM, continues to 
amaze us with his talents in 
building magnificent cars.  
Well tonight, Rich brought in 
his in-progress, Fujimi, 1/24 
scale Veilside Body Kit of the 
80’s Mazda MR-2 ZZW30.  
Although, Richard says he 
doesn’t like the style of the of 
the Mazda MR-2, the Veilside 

interesting models.  Tonight, 
he did not disappoint.  Marv 
brought in his in-progress 
DML, 1/48 scale Horton Ho 
229D. A WWII German jet 
“Flying Wing” X-plane, in 
which the Horton brothers, in 
a solo venture, tried effort-
lessly to perfect this jet-
powered aircraft.  However, 
in the closing days of WWII, 
with components and parts 
becoming extremely sparse 
due to Allied bombing, the 
best alternative was to 
scrounge and cannibalize part 
from other aircraft.  The wing 
itself, mostly made of ply-
wood, housed the cockpit and 
two Jumo 004 turbo-jet en-
gines.  Although DML came 
out with this interesting sub-
ject in the mid-1990’s, Marv 
says the fit of the model was 
quite tricky and a lot of test-
fitting and sanding went in to 
it.  He also added that the 
plastic was quite hard as well.  
Marvin’s model depicts a hy-
pothetical Nightfighter 
(Nachtjager) version of the 
Horton flying wing.  Also the 
kit has 4 X-4 Fritz air-to-air 
missiles which he plans to 
install in four wing pylon sta-
tions.  He’ll later add the 
“Antler” radar antennas.  It 
would’ve been a weird and 
frightening site if allied 
bomber crews saw this wicked 
looking bird!  Gotta love 
Nachtjagers!        

 
Rick “Super Duper” Cooper, our 

WWII armor modeler extra-
ordinaire, brought in his 
Tamiya, 1/35 scale Sturm-
geschutz III Ausf. G, or sim-
ply, Stug IIIG tank, which he 
added to a diorama.  The base 
of the diorama was made us-
ing plywood and “tile grout” 
shaped and landscaped into a 
hill, in which (sifted) back-

haven’t touched on.  So, with 
that in mind, he requested 
those members who have the 
knowledge and skill in this 
area, to provide us a future 
demonstration on how to 
build, pose, and paint figures.  
He further added that figures 
provide a sense of scale, and 
an interesting addition to our 
dioramas.  In the months to 
follow, members who are sub-
ject matter experts on this 
field will touch upon a closer 
look at painting figures.                                                                

   
                   
     After the topic of Business discus-
sion was completed, a 10-minute 
break was called at 7:20 PM.  At this 
time, members checked out others in-
progress and completed models, and 
discussed other modeling topics.  
“Father” Dom was on the run hand-
ing out raffle tickets.  At 7:30 PM the 
Show & Tell session commenced. 
 
 
 

SHOW & TELL 
 
 

Jimmy Yessaian, “The Armenian 
Connection” started us off 
tonight.  This evening, Jimmy 
brought his Academy, 1/48 
scale Curtiss P-40C 
Warhawk.  In this case the 
Tomahawk.  He’s been work-
ing on this kit for a while, and 
overall, the build he says went 
pretty much straight forward 
without any fuss.  Finally 
painted in AVG “Flying Ti-
ger” marking, this awesome 
looking warbird will definitely 
be added to his 1/48 scale 
collection.  Looking really 
good, Jimmy! 

 
Our man “Marvelous” Marvin 

Reyes continues his en-
deavors in bringing in 
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continued. 
 

Sonny Esparza, our clubs very 
own “Airliner Guru” brought 
in his in-progress Skyline 
Models, 1/144 scale Boeing 
737-300, which he says is of 
the old Minicraft design.  At 
any rate, Sonny says he’d 
picked this kit up for $25.00, 
and the kit sports fine re-
cessed panel lines throughout 
the wings and fuselage, with 
the wings being perfectly con-
toured.  He also stated he had 
worked on this kit off and on 
for two weeks, and already 
has the wings and horizontal 
stabs assembled without a 
hitch.  He also added since 
everything was going together 
smoothly, he plans on con-
tinuing and finishing it pretty 
soon.  Well, Sonny, I must say, 
that is a really sharp looking 
airliner!   

 
“Father” Domenic Ortiz contin-

ues his Century Series build 
sessions at home.  Tonight, 
Dom brought in a showed of 
his latest creation.  The old 
Monogram, 1/48 scale F-101 
Voodoo.  Dom has already 
gotten most of the aircraft 90 
percent completed, and al-
ready has it painted in Air 
Force ADC (Air Defense 
Command) Gray.  Although, 
Monogram picked a great 
subject in 1/48 scale, Dom 
says this model has quite the 
number of fit problems.  Lots 
of test-fitting, sanding and 
cleaning abound.  However, 
he did the best he could.  
Overall, it came out okay, and 
he’ll soon have decals in-
stalled.  Dom will soon add 
this Voodoo to his Century 
Series collection.  
Way to go Dom! 

 

cessed panel lines and details, 
a prepainted PE set, canopy 
masks, a beautifully printed 
decal sheet for four different 
Luftwaffe squadron mark-
ings…and a colorful instruc-
tion sheet to boot!  What more 
do you want!  Unfortunately, 
the Monogram Promodeler Bf
-110G-4…will be sold…soon! 

 
Carl (Knock x 2) Knoch, this eve-

ning, brought in his Azur, 
1/32 scale French Dewoitine 
D. 5200, and an old 
Matchbox, 1/32 scale Classic 
Citroen Legere Fau Cabriolet 
sports car, and a Nimrod 1/32 
scale kit of a couple of French 
aircraft mechanics, (minus the 
white surrender flag).    So 
what does this all tell you?  Of 
course, Carl plans to build all 
this into a diorama in the near 
future, as part of his diorama 
and figures project.  Carl, 
you’ve pretty much got your 
work cut out for you.  Never 
surrender!  BOD!  (Build Or 
Die!) 

 
Larry “Big Easy” Fahrenbacher, 

our club photographer, 
brought in a 1/6 scale bust of 
the late, great General Robin 
Olds, United States Air Force 
(Retired).  This resin bust was 
purchased from “Evil” Ernie 
Gee, whose friend had cast it.  
The bust of Gen. Olds is quite 
rough, but is quite detailed.  
Well, Larry is now the proud 
owner of this rare mold.  And 
it will be his figures project 
for the near future as well.  
Okay, Larry, stop sniffing the 
resin! 

 
     At 7:55 PM, a short break was 
called, and at 8:00 PM, the evening’s 
raffle commenced.  The raffle prizes 
consisted of old modeling and mili-
tary history books, magazines, and 
assorted models.  After the raffle 
drawing, the Show & Tell Session 

body kit really give it that ag-
gressive and sporty look.  In 
the meantime, Rich says he’ll 
continue to work on this pro-
ject.  Richard, we what the 
outcome will be.  Hook this 
one up real good!   

 
John “Bubblehead” Ballman, 

continues his kit-bashing ram-
page project with the Mono-
gram, 1/48 scale OA-4M Sky-
hawk.  However, this evening, 
the “old Missile Tech (MT) is 
on the assembly line again 
conducting a dual build.  JB 
brought in his Revell/
Monogram, 1/48 scale F/A-
18E Super Hornet, the “Super 
Bug” as it is affectionately 
known in the Navy airdale 
community.  Overall, the build 
he states went straightforward 
with no major glitches.  JB 
already has the wings, fuse-
lage, and cockpit assembled, 
and at the same time, is work-
ing on detailing the wheel 
wells and landing.  Okay, JB, 
keep the press on on this one! 

 
Several months ago, something in 

the form of an advertisement 
flyer (from Great Models) 
came my way while I was 
checking out my e-mail.  In-
stead of deleting it, something 
seriously caught my eye.  In 
this case it was one of Edu-
ards “soon-to-be-released” 
1/48 scale Bf-110G-4 
“Nachtjager/Zorsterer.”  
“ProfiPACK!  Well, dammit, I 
had to have it!  As most of you 
know, I’m a big fan of Gun-
ships and Nightfighters.  And 
this kit really caught my inter-
est right away.  Unlike the 
Monogram Promodeler Bf 
110G (which really builds 
into a good looking kit), I 
must say the Eduard kit pulled 
out all the stops with fine re-
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“touch” when it comes to 
detailing, painting, and 
weathering armor.  Well, 
this “rare” Panther sports 
the “Ambush” camouflage 
scheme, and also sports an 
IR night scope.  Years ago it 
was entered in a contest.  As 
Greg’s story goes, he 
could’ve placed 1st, had it 
not been for one of his road 
wheels “not touching the 
ground!”  So, to remedy that 
minute discrepancy, he 
shoved a tree branch under 
that wheel.  There you go!  
Easy as pie! 

 
Mike Robeson, brought a Mono-

gram, 1/48 scale North 
American F-86 Saber, which 
his son Matt won at last 
month’s meeting’s door 
prize.  Well, you can’t get 
any better than that Mike…
Matt! 

 
Nick, “The Bruiser” Bruno, 

brought his collection kits 
this evening.  The first was 
his almost-completed Italeri, 
1/35 scale Panther Ausf. D, 
which his say is in need of 
some touching up. Next was 
his Tamiya, 1/48 scale Brit-
ish Crusader Mk. III tank, 
which he says went together 
quite well.  Next up was his 
in-progress Tamiya, 1/72 
scale F-15CJ, which he’ll 
soon add markings from a 
squadron base at Seymour 
Johnson AFB, and two, 
Hobbycraft, 1/48 scale 
Hawker Hurricane Mk. II’s, 
one of which his has painted 
in (again) British Night-
fighter Black, the other in 
Mediterranean scheme of 
Dark Earth, Middle Stone 
over Azure Blue.  Nick, 
you’ve got your hands full…
again!  You can do it! 

 

     The meeting adjourned promptly 
at 9:00 PM                                              
 
    
      
The Fresno Scale Modelers meeting 
adjourned around 9:00 PM.           

 

   A few planes were arriving for the Races next weekend... 

Ken Uffelman, once again 
brought in his completed, 
Huma, 1/48 scale Junkers Ju-
287 German turbo-jet X-plan, 
which he painted up in a hy-
pothetical Nightfighter 
scheme of RLM 76 Licht Blau 
(Light Blue) overall with RLM 
75 Grau Violet (Violet Gray) 
mottling on all upper surfaces 
of his plane.  Ken, that is defi-
nitely an interesting subject.  
By the way, Ken won 1st place 
at HobbyTown USA’s model 
contest on Saturday, 10 Octo-
ber!  Ken also brought in his 
recently purchased, (and re-
issued) Revell, 1/481 scale 
USS Helena cruiser.  Nice one 
Ken! 

 
Bill Uffelman also once again, 

brought in his completed 
Italeri, 1/72 scale Sukhoi Su-
32/34 “Strike Flanker” other-
wise nicknamed “Platypus 
Nose” fighter.  This is one of 
a number of Sukhoi Flanker 
variants, which has numerous 
updated avionics and weapon 
systems.  One of the most eye-
catching features of this air-
craft is its exaggerated for-
ward fuselage hump and side-
by-side aircrew cockpit ar-
rangement.  Also, rumor has it 
that it has a toilet in the rear 
of the cockpit, which of course 
may explain the “hump.”  Bill 
also brought in his Revell, 
1/72 scale General Dynamics 
EF-111 Raven, and Boeing B-
17F, which I’m sure he’s 
ready to build.  Take your 
time with it, Bill! 

 
Greg Banks, our very own “Tread 

Headus Maximus,” brought in 
a diorama showing his “rare” 
DML, 1/35 scale Panther F 

(Panther G chassis).  I 
must say, Greg has the 
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Desert Classic XIII Contest 
 

This year's theme was 
"Land of the Rising Sun" 

Contest was held on No-
vember 7th at Antelope Val-

ley College 

By Walter Reuter 
This years contest was as good as 
ever.  There was a good turnout for 
the club’s annual contest, along with 
a good showing of vendors for the 
participating modelers and spectators.  
Richard Perez from the Kings County 
Scale Modelers received best of show 
for his Shell Ferrari race car. 
(pictured on cover) 
 Here are a few photos from the 
contest. 
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Greg Banks 
 

Name Kenneth Uffelman 

62              Age / IPMS #  65 

54 Years in modeling 59 

Revell M-4 Sherman My First kit was: 1/48 Aurora AT-6 Texan 

DML Panther F My Favorite kit is: 1/48 Hasegawa F-4U1 Corsair 

Mineenraumer My least favorite kit 
is: 

1/72 Combat B-45 Tornado 

Super Detailing My Favorite part of 
modeling: 

Decals 

Painting Road Wheels My Least favorite part 
of model building: 

Canopies 

Armor My Favorite modeling 
subject: 

WWII German Experimental Jets 

Squadron Putty Gunze Paint, 
Tamiya Extra thin cement 

My Favorite 
Paints/Glues/Putty: 

Tamiya paints,Squadron putty 
Plastruct Glue 

Tamiya Panzer III AUSFL Kit I would 
recommend 
 to others 

1/48 Hasegawa F-4U1 Corsair 

DML Bison 1 Kit I want but do not 
have 

 1/350 HMS ArkRoyal Aircraft 
Carrier 

Tamiya SU 122 My Current projects: 1/72 JU-87B  
Stuka 

A look at Two Modelers’ Profiles:  
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Contact 

Carl knoch 
IPMS# 40920  

  
E-mail: t34bozo@yahoo.com 

  
Treasurer 

Walter Reuter 
IPMS# 30820 

Ph. (559) 297-7242 
E-mail:  

 
Program Director 

Domenic Ortiz 
IPMS# 5128 

Ph. (559) 222-1042 
E-mail: ort997@aol.com 

President 
Maurice Saicon 

IPMS# 3400 
Ph. (559) 277-9649 

E-mail: msaicon@ yahoo.com 
 

Vice President 
John Ballman 
IPMS# 39664 

Ph. (559) 439-3870 
E-mail: Jballman05@comcast.net 

 
 

Chapter Secretary 
 

Ph. E-mail:  
 

Editor / Photographer 
Larry Fahrenbacher 

IPMS#22550 
Ph. (559) 252-0569 

E-mail: lefahrenbacher@att.net 
  

Webmaster 
Scott Gist 

IPMS#  
E-mail:scottgist1@att.net 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Parting Shot: The Team of Squir-
iles has graduated to Light Sabres 

Build or Die 

Hobbytown USA 
            A National Franchise 

Where you 
CAN build 

your dreams. 
 
 
 

 
 

We have supplies for: 
Radio controlled planes, cars, boats. 

Model trains, planes, automobiles rockets. 
Adventure and historical games. 

Educational and Science supplies & Kits. 
Craft supplies. 

 
We also do repairs on radio control equipment and vehicles. 

Located at 3069 W. Bullard 
Ph. (559) 435-3342 
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     We generally hold our meetings on the 
third Thursday of the month. They are 
currently held in the meeting room of  
Hobbytown that is located on the South 
West corner of Bullard & Marks Next to 
the Fresno County Library extension. 
     The meetings start at 7:00 p.m. and end 
at 9:00 p.m. You can get more information 
by contacting our chapter contact Karl 
Knoch C/O IPMS/Fresno Scale Modelers 
P.O. Box 2277 Clovis, CA.  93613-2277 or 
by e-mail at t34bozo@yahoo.com 
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Hobbytown 
 
 

Library      

Marks 

Bullard 

N 

E 

N e x t  M o n t h s  M e e t i n g   
D e c e m b e r  4t h  

M e e t i n g  R o o m  a t  H o b b y t o w n  
7 : 0 0  p . m . 


