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Hobby Expo 2010:  Saturday, 20 
February 2010.  Petaluma 
Community Center, 320 North 
McDowell Blvd.  Sponsored by 
IPMS Santa Rosa.  (Santa 
Rosa, California, Region 9).  
POC:  John Admire, e-mail: 
admire@pacbell.net. 
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2010 Kick-Off Classic:  Satur-
day, 20 March 2010.  Santa 
Clara Convention Center, 
5001 Great American Park-
way.  Sponsored by Silicon 
Valley Scale Modelers.  
(Silicon Valley, California, 
Region 9).  POC:  Chris 
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FRESNO SCALE MODELERS 
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     Happy New Year my Fellow Plas-
tic Fanatics!  As I write these words, 
it is now beginning to sink in, that 
I’m now coming to the realization 
that it is the year 2010!  Whatever 
happened to 2009…has become 
somewhat of a blur.  Who’d have 
thought we’d make it this far!     
      
     I’d like to take this opportunity to 
thank John and Carmen for their hos-
pitality in opening their home to all 
of us for our annual Chapter Christ-
mas Party.  And I must say, the 
change of venue turned out to be a 
great one indeed.  Everyone, friends 
and family included, definitely en-

joyed themselves very much.  The 
selections in culinary cuisine was 
again, very impressive!   
     As always, we all took the time 
to take in the Holiday Spirit and to 
enjoy some time with friends, and 
talk shop, shoot the breeze and poke 
fun at each other.  No doubt, JB 
and Carmen all made it possible.  
Thanks again guys.  Great house by 
the way! 
        
     I’d also like to take this time, to 
personally thank our very good 
friend, a non-member, actually, by 
the name of Don Emmett, who gra-
ciously donated three boxes full of 
his models to our club.  I have to 

say, it was a great Christmas present 
all in itself, and the staff and I could 
not thank him enough.   
     Don, a truck driver, says model 
building was a hobby, which he en-
joyed and helped him relaxed, and 
says it was quite therapeutic.  Al-
though, he still builds, but not as 
much, he has recently found another 
hobby…that of restoring old motor-
cycles.  Well, I have to say; at least it 
is a hobby.  Don, whatever your en-
deavors are in life, we wish you all 
the best in years to come!  Thanks 
again, Buddy! 
   
     I’m sure this past year was a real 
challenge for most of us, especially 
with our economy being the way it is, 
and our state struggling with a 
budget, which, for the most part was/
is really none existent.  And in our 
age of super-computers, cyber-
information, cell-phone co-
dependency, and instant gratifica-
tion, one can only wonder just how 
we can make sense of it all, and 
ask…”what the heck happened!” 
     As most of us can only hope for is 
that this year will bring a change for 
the good, and an improvement in our 
lives and economy, not to mention, 
our sanity.  I really hope that those 
that are struggling out there, who’ve 
lost their homes and their jobs, can 
fine something worthwhile to improve 
upon.   
     As history has shown us, there 
was a time when the future looked 
bleak, but somehow, just about every-
one during that era got through, and 
learned from it.  And I’m sure; we 
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%& virus”…control/alt/delete 
out of it…and hit end task.  
Otherwise, hopefully, you 
have the latest up to date se-
curity software installed.  Re-
member; always be safe when 
you surf! 

   
After-Market Sets, Detailing, 

Finishes, & Washes:  
“Father” Domenic Ortiz, our 
beloved Club Program Direc-
tor, has recently been cooking 
up some stuff of interest 
lately.  During our staff meet-
ing, Dom emphasized the push 
for tips and techniques, with 
regard to the use of after-
market items, detailing, fin-
ishes and washes.  Years ago, 
during our scheduled monthly 
meetings, members were se-
lected to give presentations on 
the use of photo-etch installa-
tion, model detailing, panel 
lines highlighting, and other 
tips & techniques, such as the 
use of washes to give models 
a more realistic, and scaled 
look.  This “Round Robin” 
presentation was well re-
ceived by our members and 
really sparked interests.  This 
time, Dom is pursuing this 
tips & techniques session 
once again, and requests vol-
unteers who would like to pro-
vide us with a presentation or 
clinics.  This would definitely 
help in improving our skills 
and knowledge in the realm of 
modeling.  Dom also touched 
on our Regional Contest in 
2012 and also on our points 
system.  

 
The Chapter has a Need:  Our 

Vice Presidente, John 
“Bubble Head” Ballman 
highlighted that an over-
whelming amount of modeling 
information and references 
are out there.  Be it books, 
magazines, or the � ) + . � * � � 	 
 � � � � . * � 
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are learning and living it at this mo-
ment.   
     Finally, I take this opportunity to 
thank all of you, the members of 
Fresno Scale Modelers, for keeping 
the fire of interest in this hobby burn-
ing, and in keeping our club/chapter 
going strong.  For that I can’t thank 
you enough.  Just Keep On Build-
ing!!!                           
     
THE MEETING 
      This evening, our Fresno Scale 
Modelers Chapter meeting was held 
at HobbyTown USA’s multi-purpose 
meeting room, on Thursday, 21 Janu-
ary 2010, located at the southwest 
corner of Bullard and Marks Avenue.  
Tonight, there were a total of 22 peo-
ple present, most of whom were club 
members.  Our compadre from Kings 
County Scale Modelers, Louis Cas-
tro, as well as our “Member in Hid-
ing” Robert Nunes, made it to our 
meeting this evening.  Gentlemen, 
thank you all very much for coming.  
You’re always welcome, and we’re 
glad to have you at our meeting to-
night!         
 
     At 7:00 PM, I called the meeting 
to order, and started us off with in-
troductions.  Once everyone was in-
troduced, the evening’s agenda for 
business discussion was underway  
 

BUSINESS 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
learning To Fly:  Saturday, 11 

April 2010, San Joaquin 
Country Fair Grounds, 1658 
S. Airport Way.  Sponsored by 
IPMS San Joaquin Valley 
Scale Modelers.  (San Joaquin 
Valley, California, Region 9).  
POC:  Bob Phillips, 209-401-
3813.     

 
Best of the West XIV:  Saturday, 

22 May 2010, 2800 South 
Boulder Highway.  Sponsored 

by IPMS Las Vegas Chap-
ter.  (Henderson, Nevada, 
Region 8).  POC:  Johnny 
Galza, 702-658-6029. 

 
San Diego Model Expo 2010:  

Saturday, 5 June 2010.  San 
Diego Air & Space Museum, 
Gillespie Field.  3335 
Kenney St.  Sponsored by 
IPMS San Diego.  (El 
Cajon, California, Region 8.  
POC:  Gary Williams, 858-
453-8777. 

 
FSM BUSINESS: 
 
Computer Viruses…Beware:  

Well guys, of all the security 
features and up to date secu-
rity program uploads in-
stalled in my computer, I 
was “tricked” into 
downloading a virus 
(malware) while surfing the 
web for references.  It was 
call “Security Tools,” and it 
stated that my computer files 
were infected showing big 
bold red numbers on each of 
my files.  The pop-up asks 
you if you’d like to remove 
these viruses and restore 
your system.  And before I 
could make a check of my 
system, clicked on the 
“remove” button, and 
barked out some expletive 
words.  I then restarted my 
computer twice, and found 
the “pop-up of death” was 
still on my screen.  I then 
requested the assistance of 
“Sugar” Ray Alvarado, who 
performed his exorcism on 
my computer.  So far, I 
haven’t experienced any 
issues.  Yes, guys, this crap 
is floating out there, and 
was recently on the news.  
So, the next time you’re 
surfing the web and see a 
pop-up with the words, 
“Your computer files have 
been infected with the @#$



Internet.  The Internet, JB 
states, is by far one of the 
most useful tools when it 
comes to searching for infor-
mation on a certain subject 
matter, for example, “How 
To’s, Tips & Techniques” and 
other sources of presenta-
tions, can be read about 
online, and can also be 
downloaded.  There are also 
subject matter experts here in 
our club, as well.  One can 
find quick information or ref-
erences needed, just by asking 
other club members.  Also, 
another effective way to in-
crease our knowledge and 
skill in modeling is by work-
ing together, performing club-
builds or tag-teams, including 
Round Robin sessions.  JB 
also highlighted, that the time 
for improving upon our meet-
ings, is by purchasing an 
Overhead Projector.  This, he 
says, will definitely aid in pro-
viding our member with a 
clear understanding of our 
hobby, when presenting one’s 
view on screen.  He also 
added, that all that needed is 
a laptop computer for the 
hook-up. 

 
New Overhead Projector:  And 

while on the subject of Over-
head Projectors…yes, it has 
been on our agenda during 
our staff meetings, to see if 
funds can be allocated to pur-
chase a new, and reasonably 
priced overhear projector.  JB 
motioned that he, will provide 
an out-of-pocket expense on 
his behalf, on the grounds that 
he be re-imbursed.  However, 
Walter “PPK” Reuter, high-
lighted, that an overhear pro-
jector, seldom used at his 
place of employment, is avail-
able.  He further stated, that 

he would inquire from his 
manager if this piece of 
equipment can be pur-
chased, or, if there are sales 
of new models of overhead 
projectors at Best Buy.  
Domenic’s option was to 
take up a minor collection of 
funds from each member.  At 
any rate, motions to acquir-
ing an overhear projector, 
(both JB and Walters op-
tions) were made, and then 
seconded. 

 
The Treasurers Report:  So far, 

as per Treasurer Walter 
“PPK” Reuter’s report, the 
club/chapter account are 
still holding very well in our 
savings and checking’s ac-
count.  For more informa-
tion regarding our club ac-
count, please feel free to see 
Walter.                                                                                   

                     
     Once the topic of Business dis-
cussion was completed, the helm 
was then turned over to “Father” 
Domenic, Program Director Extra-
ordinaire.  Domenic once again 
highlighted and discussed the “Tips 
& Techniques” program that he’s 
pushing for briefly, and then turned 
over controls to our vice president 
John “Bubblelicious Submarinus 
Maximus” Ballman, who this eve-
ning, gave us a presentation in the 
realm of the “Sludge Wash”…in 
modeling parlance…highlighting 
panel lines. 
 
TONIGHT’S PRESENTA-

TION 
     Tonight, JB brought in a couple 
of his 1/48 scale aircraft to demon-
strate his techniques on applying a 
wash.  What is a wash?  Well, as JB 
puts it, depending on the type and 
the scale of model you’re building, 
a wash is simply a solution of col-
ored pigment and some form of liq-

uid medium, such as water, thinner, 
terpenoid, or oils, which, once mixed 
to its proper consistency, can be ap-
plied with a brush to a model. When 
applied, this liquid, “capillary ac-
tion” will usually flow the wash into 
crevasses, panel lines, or any sunken 
details in the model.  This is then al-
lowed to set or cure, depending on 
the solution you mixed.  Later, the 
excess wash is then “wiped off” with 
a Q-tip or soft towel, moistened with 
water or thinner.  This, in turn will 
provide some sort of highlight to the 
panel line or protrusion, thereby pro-
ducing a scaled shadow effect, both 
in the interior and exterior of your 
model.   
     This technique can be used on all 
scales and types of model subjects.  
Of course, it does take time and prac-
tice for the modeler to get this tech-
nique down, thereby developing an 
“eye” for this process.  As JB ex-
plained in detail, there are two types 
of washes: oil or watercolor.  Oils, 
such as enamel thinner, lacquer thin-
ner, terpenoid, etc., can be used to 
thin those particular types of paints.  
Water on the other hand, can be used 
to thin acrylic paints or pigments.  
You can also use you basic, run-of-
mill kids watercolor set.  However, in 
using watercolor as a wash, the use 
of liquid soap must be used…a drop 
or two, maybe three, to give the wash 
a smooth flowing viscosity.  Again, 
the modeler’s technique on this will 
eventually be honed. 
     Once the model has been built and 
painted, (and decaled, if possible) it 
must be glossed over (sealed) with 
either acrylic or enamel (or lacquer) 
coating.  Of course, it is up to your 
discretion.  Once the model has been 
set aside to cure (over night, or for a 
week), this is where you, the modeler 
must pay attention and remember this 
technique, as this will save you much 
grief and heartache in future pro-
jects.   
     If you use an acrylic gloss coat-
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ing, you must use an oil wash.  If you 
use an enamel or lacquer-based coat-
ing, you must use a water/watercolor 
wash.  As JB further explains, you 
don’t want to use a wash thinned 
with the same thinner, as this will 
“eat” away at the paint thereby ruin-
ing your finish.  Of course, when this 
occurs, you’d have to let the model 
cure, then sand down the area, re-
paint and reseal it with gloss coat 
again. 
     Once you have your solution 
properly mixed, as JB showed us on 
his F/A-18E, it can be applied with a 
thin pointed bristled brush for small 
panel lines or minute details, or ap-
plied with broad bristled brush for 
larger area of coverage, such as in 
armored vehicles.  Later, the area, 
which was washed, can be wiped off 
using a Q-tip or soft towel moistened 
with water or thinner.  Take care as 
you wipe of the excess wash to main-
tain your panel lines.     
     In the case for Future floor wax, 
both oil and water washes can be 
used.  However, it is advisable to 
TEST certain oils/thinners on a scrap 
piece of plastic shot with Future be-
fore you proceed. 
     As was demonstrated, washes can 
be use both in interior and exterior 
surfaces.  For example, on aircraft, 
washes can be applied to cockpits, 
engine bays, landing gear and wheel 
wells, etc.  On armored vehicles, en-
gine and fighting compartments, 
wheels and wheel hubs, and on exte-
rior details.  On cars, panel lines, 
grills and vents, engine compartment 
and other interior and exterior areas.  
Let’s not forget figures, ships, and sci
-fi subjects…the list goes on and on! 
              
     At 7:45 PM, a break was called.  
At this time in our meeting our mem-
ber got a chance to walk around and 
check out each members models and 
view the various works brought in 
tonight.  At 7:50 PM, the meeting 
was called to order, and tonight’s 

Show & Tell session commenced. 
         

SHOW & TELL 
Jimmy Yessain started us off this 

evening.  Tonight, Jimmy 
brought in several of his in-
progress and completed air-
craft models.  The first was 
his Tamiya, 1/48 scale 
Focke Wulf FW-190A-3 
that, he had painted in RML 
74 Graugrun (Gray Green), 
75 Grauviolet (Gray Violet), 
76 Lichtblau (Light Blue), 
which depicts the mount of 
German ace (108 kills), Ma-
jor Hans “Assi” Hahn.  His 
next model, was his Revell, 
1/48 scale F-15E Strike Ea-
gle, which he’s presently 
assembling.  Jimmy has 
pretty much all of the air-
craft pieced together and 
painted and plans to have it 
posed with gear up, in-flight 
pose.  Jimmy, keep the build 
going.  Your warbirds are 
looking real good!                

 
“Marvelous” Marvin Reyes con-

tinues to surprise us with the 
model from his collection.  
This evening, Marv brought 
in Tamiya’s latest release, 
the 1/35 scale Russian JSU-
152 tank that he recently 
purchased from H-Town.  
Although he builds mostly 
aircraft kits, Marvin says he 
decided to give this armor 
kit a try.  He added that this 
monster kit of a tank caught 
his eye, because of its men-
acing, bulky look.  At any 
rate, he began building this 
it several weeks ago, and he 
plans to use the “Sludge 
Wash” technique, which JB 
had demonstrated.  Yes, 
Marv, we’d all like to see it 
when it’s done!  Marv also 
brought in his “rare” Edu-

ards, 1/48 scale Hansa-
Brandenburg WWI biplane.  
This kit, he says, he picked up 
back in 1994, about the time 
Eduards was expanding into 
WWI aircraft subjects.  Over-
all, the kit actually has very 
good detail, and already Marv 
had started piecing parts to-
gether.  Marv, you definitely 
have quite the collection!!                    

 
Louis Castro, our man from Kings 

County Scale Modelers, drove 
all the way from Lemoore this 
evening.  Thanks again Lou!  
This evening, he brought in 
his in-progress AMT, 1/35 
scale USMC LAV (Light Ar-
mored Vehicle).  And yes, it 
has wheels!!  And Lou’s been 
working on this kit for some-
time now.  He’s already got-
ten most or the upper and 
lower hull assemblies glued 
together.  He also plans to 
further his detailing venture 
by adding PE pieces to this 
kit, but is having second 
thoughts.  Lou, don’t let the 
etch scare you.  Just start by 
taking deep breaths and 
slowly freeing your mind, and 
let “Etch Zen Buddha” guide 
you.  It works for me!!  Lou 
also brought in a Lindberg, 
1/24 scale ’64 Dodge 380, 
which he won at the raffle 
drawing at our Christmas 
party last month/year.  Yeah, 
Lou, it has wheels too!     

 
“Big Easy” Larry Fahrenbacher, 

didn’t bring in any models 
tonight.  But he did highlight 
that he posted a picture of a 
Convair F-106 Delta Dart of 
the 438th FIS (Fighter Inter-
cept Squadron), which his dad 
was assigned to back in the 
eary ‘60’s.  He further added, 
that a total of 29 F-106’s 
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were assigned to the 438th FIS 
at Kincheloe AFB, Michigan  
1966 to 1968.  The 438th was 
activated at Kincrose AFB, 
which was later named Kin-
cheloe AFB, in April 1953, 
with F-94’s. Later transition-
ing into F-89D’s.  In the sum-
mer of 1957, the squadron 
again transitioned to F-
102A’s.  In May 1960, the 
squadron began receiving F-
106A’s, then later moved to 
Griffiss AFB in Rome, New 
York in August of 1968 and on 
30 September 1968, was des-
ignated the 49th FIS.  Larry, 
you should encourage your 
dad to be a guest speaker at 
one of our meetings.  He 
could tell us all about what he 
did, and where he traveled 
while he was in the Air 
Force…hint, hint!    

 
Tom “Da Boomba-Bamba-

Boomba” Hobbs made it to 
the meeting this evening.  
(Alert the media!).  Tonight, 
“Da Bomb” brought in his in-
progress AMT kit, of the Star 
Destroyer from the movie Star 
Wars.  This will be his project 
for the SVSM Kick-Off Clas-
sic, and already he has pretty 
much of the model built, with 
a few sub-assemblies set 
aside.  However, he says, that 
the model suffers from a few 
fit gripes with some of the 
mating surfaces, and the con-
ning tower/bridge area.  But 
because of the multi-faceted 
surface of his Star Destroyer, 
they’re hardly noticeable.  
Watch out Tom, the “Death 
Star” judges will be out there 
with their high-tech precision 
laser calipers!!        

 
Carl “Knock-Knock” Knoch, once 

again surprises us with some 

of the rare and vintage 
model cars he brings in.  
Well, this evening, he 
brought in a Pocher, Die-
Cast, 1/8 scale kit of a Fer-
rari Testarossa.  This kit 
Carl, says was pretty much 
“taken off” his friend’s 
hands for a “reasonable” 
price.  Carl, I got to tell you, 
that’s quite and expensive 
kit actually.  The Ferrari kit, 
Carl added, was semi built 
when he received it.  He 
then pieced it together with-
out much fuss, as most of the 
part were pre-painted, and 
assembled using a screw-
driver.  The kit parts are 
already painted…Ferrari 
Red, of course, with all the 
interior parts and assem-
blies either painted or 
molded in color.  The car 
doors and rear engine bay 
were hinged and could be 
opened or closed.  Along 
with the kit, was a separate 
model of the Ferrari 250 
GTO engine, also pre-
painted and mounted on its 
display stand.  Carl, that 
Ferrari looks Tight!   

 
Our beloved Vice President 

John “Bubble Head” 
Ballman brought in his in-
progress Revell, F/A-18E, 
which is about 85 percent 
completed.  JB already has 
most of the assemblies such 
as wings, fuselage, and hori-
zontal stabs together, and 
also had the model painted 
as well.  Subassemblies such 
as wheels and landing gear 
have also been assembled, 
painted and prepped for in-
stallation.  However, as pre-
viously demonstrated, he’ll 
continue to apply a wash 
and add highlights to this 

model.  He’ll soon have this 
model together, and ready for 
launch!  Along those same 
lines, JB also brought in his 
Pegasus V-2, and his nicely 
built, Monogram, 1/48 scale 
OA-4M Skyhawk.  Looking 
good JB.  Keep the washes 
going!           

 
Tonight, I brought in a couple of 

unbuilt kits to show.  It is a 
known fact, that if I come in 
the HobbyTown and “Evil” 
Ernie’s on duty, he’ll cer-
tainly give me a .10 cent tour 
of the stockroom to check out 
the newly-arrived merchan-
dise!  Well, those Trumpeter 
1/32 scale Tomcats and Hor-
nets were very “enticing.”  
But I held fast instead, and 
picked up the Trumpeter, 1/35 
scale M1117 Guardian Ar-
mored Security Vehicle (ASV), 
used by both US Army and 
Marine Corps security de-
tachments.  At first I was un-
der the impression that this 
was an upgrade of Cadillac 
Gage’s APC, which was used 
during the Vietnam war as a 
multi-purpose security, recon, 
escort and perimeter defense 
vehicle.  How wrong I was.  
Greg Banks highlighted to me 
that it wasn’t.  He was there!  
He says that the M1117 
Guardian is a totally different 
design based on the Cadillac 
Gage design, but is fitted with 
an up-gunned weapons turret 
taken from Marine Corps 
AAVP7-A1’s, consisting of 
a .50 caliber machine gun, 
and a Mk 19 rapid fire 40mm 
grenade launcher.  Either 
way, this AFV looked really 
menacing.  The kit has very 
nice details and also comes 
with a PE set making it pretty 
much a quick build straight 
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from the box.  No doubt, I’m 
sure that after-market compa-
nies are working to make 
parts for the interior, which 
this kit actually needs.  Speak-
ing of after-market details, I 
recently receive my order 
from Great Models of a PE 
set from White Ensign details 
for the Dragon, 1/350 scale 
USS Gearing.  A kit I also 
purchased at H-Town.  The 
detail of the USS Gearing is 
“extremely” crisp, with de-
tails that rival Tamiya’s 1/350 
scale USS Fletcher.  The dif-
ference between the two, is 
that the Gearing class came in 
the latter half of WWII, in that 
it’s turrets had twin 5-inch/38 
caliber guns, as oppose to the 
Fletcher classes single 
5’/38’s, and also had an im-
proved anti-aircraft configu-
ration. 

 
“Sugar” Ray Alvarado, our man 

of various model interests and 
subjects, said that while on 
his way back from a trip to 
Stanford, decided to stop by 
Yannis Hobbies.  Yannis Hob-
bies is located in Los Altos 
not far from the San Antonio 
Shopping Center, which was 
where the San Antonio Hob-
bies was located.  Of course, 
Yanni the storeowner (whom 
I’ve met a numbers of years 
ago), is a very nice and 
friendly gentleman, and his 
shop although small, has tons 
of models stacked neatly eve-
rywhere, and is pretty much 
dedicated to the plastic mod-
eler.  As Ray mentioned, the 
shop is worth visiting as 
Yanni, is always glad to 
help…instead of having to 
deal with the rude “Goths” 
and “Emos” at D&J Hobbies.  
I must say, the place has be-

come a dungeon of stag-
nated kits.  At any rate, Ray 
picked up a couple of items 
while shopping there.  He 
purchased a newly released 
book from Kagero Publica-
tions of the Spitfire Mk. IX, 
hot on the heels of Tamiya’s 
newly release 1/32 scale 
Spit.  Ray, I’d really like to 
borrow that book, please!  
And for Christmas, he 
picked up the new Dragon, 
1/35 scale M-16 Guntruck, 
multi-gunned motor car-
riage that was used for anti-
aircraft defense, during 
WWII.  This Dragon kit is 
definitely a “must-have” for 
those treadheads who are in 
to US Army half-track vehi-
cles.  The kit has very im-
pressively fine details and a 
PE set to boot!  Cool look-
ing kit, Ray!!  If your ever in 
Los Altos, Yannis Hobbies is 
located at 4846 El Camino 
Real, Ste. B, Los Altos,  CA  
94022. 

 
Jack Loughmiller recently took a 

sabbatical from modeling.  
But now he’s in full swing 
building up kits once again, 
and says he’s close to com-
pleting his AFV Club, 1/35 
scale M88 tank recovery 
vehicle.  Should’ve brought 
it in Jack!  Well, Jack 
brought in his in-progress 
Tamiya, 1/35 scale LVPT-7 
Amphibious Landing Vehi-
cle, which was previously 
used by USMC, and was 
later upgraded to the AAVP-
7A.  Jack says the kit is ac-
tually coming together with-
out and hitches, and he says, 
at the rate he’s going, he 
should be completing it 
soon.  Keep the press on 
Jack!  He also brought in 

his AMT, 1/24 scale ’41 Ply-
mouth, which he won at last 
years Christmas party raffle.  
Jack, buddy, you’ve got your 
hands full! 

 
“Father” Domenic Ortiz brought 

in a package of “old” pastel 
chalks which he purchased 
many years ago at “Bob’s 
Village Hobbies”…as most of 
you recall was located at Fig 
Garden Village.  Since Dom is 
into the “wash & weathering” 
mode this evening, he stated 
that a good set of chalks is 
very indispensable, and can 
be used to add a touch of 
weathering to you armor, air-
craft, or ship model.  Also in 
his bag of tricks was a con-
tainer of Terpinol used for 
thinner oil paints, to be used 
for washes.  And thanks to 
Carl, Dom now has the for-
ward nose section of the old 
Testors, 1/48 scale SR-71 
Blackbird and a scratch-built 
bowsprit/boom spare for his 
old Revell, 1/96 scale Cutty 
Sark.  Dom, have you been 
building sailing ships again?    

 
     At 8:25 PM, a short break was 
called.  While members were up and 
about checking out other members’ 
in-work models, “Father” Dom was 
also in-work passing out raffle tickets 
for this evening’s raffle.  The prizes 
displayed were model kits, books, 
magazines, history and modeling lit-
erature.  At 8:30 PM, the evening’s 
raffle commenced.  After the raffle 
drawing, the Show & Tell Session 
continued. 
 

Short Presentation:  Hector Om-
pas, another one of our club’s 
armor builders, discussed 
some of the techniques he uses 
to get the tracks on his tanks 
and armored vehicles looking 
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realistic.  He stated that de-
pending on the type of track 
you have, whether they’re 
vinyl, plastic, resin, or metal, 
is to clean them first with 
warm soapy water to remove 
and releasing agent used dur-
ing the molding process.  
Then, allow the tracks to dry 
completely.  This will ensure 
that the paints you use will 
adhere properly to the track/
tread details.  Hector says he 
uses acrylic or enamel Gun 
Metal paints to paint his 
tracks.  However, just like any 
technique, you should do a 
test shot to ensure the paint 
does “stick” to the tracks.  He 
then paints them with Rust, 
then sets them aside to dry.  
Once that process is done, he 
then adds Dust to the tracks to 
give it a more scaled weath-
ered effect.  Greg Banks 
added, that he first, spray 
paints/airbrushes Flat Black 
first, the does a dust coating 
of Rust, and if needed, applies 
a wash.  He then applies a dry 
brushing of Silver/Chrome to 
the parts of tracks that come 
in contact with the ground/
road.  But, whichever option 
you prefer, take the time to get 
the “feel” of using this tech-
nique on your next armor/tank 
model.  It’s really not that 
hard. 

 
Ken Uffelman, once again 

brought in a number of 
“rare” models from the 
“Uffelman Reserves.”  To-
night, he brought in his old, 
Revell, 1/32 scale, AV-8A 
Harrier, sporting the former 
Gloss Dark Gray and Dark 
Green scheme of the Marine 
Corps when they first began 
using them in the early ‘80’s.  
From what Ken say, it really 

wasn’t a bad kit at all.  Dur-
ing the build, he experience 
no major fit issues.  The en-
gine, although a straightfor-
ward build, was a model in 
itself, and was built and in-
stalled into the fuselage mi-
nus the rotating exhaust 
nozzles.  Once the engine 
was inside and fuselage 
halves assembled, the noz-
zles were carefully glued in 
place.  And yes, they do ro-
tate!  The engine, Ken says, 
can be seen through the top 
(turtleback) access panel 
when removed.  Ken also 
brought in his Modelaire, 
1/48 scale resin kit of the 
Martin XB-51 bomber.  The 
XB-51 was the U.S. Air 
Forces premier “tri-jet” 
aircraft fitted with General 
Electric J47’s, in this case 
one at the extreme tail with 
an intake at the base of the 
tailfin, and two mounted 
underneath the forward fu-
selage in pods.  The XB-51 
was being tested by the Air 
Force during the early 
1950’s but was later can-
celled in 1952 when it lost 
out in evaluation to the Eng-
lish Electric Canberra, later 
designated as the B-57.  
Also in his kit collection 
were his Revell, 1/72 scale 
PB4Y-2 Privateer (navalized 
B-24 with a tall tail), an in-
teresting late WWII subject, 
and an old Aurora, 1/42 
scale Lockheed F-90.  You 
definitely have quite the col-
lection, Ken!   

 
Bill Uffelman, brought in his 

Hawk Kit, 1/48 scale F-104 
Starfighter, which he says 
pretty much took him a little 
over an hour to build.  He 
also brought in his recently 

purchase Trumpeter, 1/48 
scale Su-27 Flanker and Rev-
ell, 1/750 scale German bat-
tleship Schornhorst.  Bill you 
got your work cut out for you! 

 
Sonny Esparza, switched gears 

and shifted color this evening, 
and this really surprised eve-
ryone tonight.  He brought in 
his Panda Model, 1/350 scale 
Arleigh Burke class destroyer.  
So, Sonny won this kit at one 
of our meeting raffles, and 
began to eye the possibilities.  
Well, he said that one day he 
decided to start cutting plastic 
and piecing parts together.  
So far, he says, everything 
actually went together.  And 
although he’s not much of a 
ship builder, this one is going 
to be his first!  Sonny says he 
plans to model it as the USS 
John Paul Jones.  Well Sonny, 
you’ve already got it going.  
Don’t stop now!  It’s looking 
good! 

 
“Teflon” Don Tatum was slightly 

under the weather tonight.  
But that didn’t stop him from 
coming to the meeting.  Don 
says he took a little break 
from building.  This evening 
he brought in his AMT 
“Death Star.”  Yes, as we 
have seen, there is a Death 
Star model.  Don says he had 
picked it up sometime ago and 
recently began cutting and 
cleaning plastic and piecing it 
together.  So far, the parts 
actually fit well.  And al-
though the kit does have a 
stand, he’s planning on 
“hanging” this model once 
it’s built.  And yes, the mem-
bers began poking fun and 
asked if Don has plans to 
build a squadron of Rebel X-
Wing, Y-Wing, and Imperial 
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Tie-Fighters.  Don…it can be 
done.  But you’ll go blind! 

 
“Juggernaut” Julie, our new hon-

orary FSM chapter member, 
is beginning to learn the art of 
model building.  Well Julie, 
you’re on the right track!  
Julie says that she’s been tak-
ing lessons on Fridays here at 
H-Town with Dennis Ugliano, 
and is slowly learning the 
trade and techniques so she 
can build her own Star Ship, 
Fokker, and Zeppelin Staaken 
R.VI. Keep at it Julie.  Soon 
Don will have some competi-
tion! 

 
Nick “The Bruiser” Bruno, better 

known as “Freezer Man” 
brought in his old Airfix, 1/72 
scale North American RA-5C 
Vigilante.  The aircraft was 
once the Navy’s premier nu-
clear bomber in the early 
1960’s, but was later rele-
gated to reconnaissance du-
ties.  During the build, Nick 
said that the kit had quite a 
number of fit problems, espe-
cially with the fuselage sec-
tions.  However, he continued 
the build and did a lot of 
sanding and test fitting to get 
the wings and tail to fit prop-
erly.  Nick, if all else fails 
well, you know what to do!              

 
     After the Show & Tell session was 
completed, the Fresno Scale Model-
ers meeting adjourned around 9:00 
PM.             
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Ph. E-mail:  
 

Contact 
Carl knoch 

IPMS# 40920  
  

E-mail: t34bozo@yahoo.com 
  

Treasurer 
Walter Reuter 
IPMS# 30820 

Ph. (559) 297-7242 
E-mail:  

Program Director 
Domenic Ortiz 
IPMS# 5128 

President 
Maurice Saicon 

IPMS# 3400 
Ph. (559) 277-9649 

E-mail: msaicon@ yahoo.com 
 

Vice President 
John Ballman 
IPMS# 39664 

Ph. (559) 439-3870 
E-mail: 

Jballman05@comcast.net 
 

 
Chapter Secretary 

 

Ph. (559) 222-1042 
E-mail: ort997@aol.com 
Editor / Photographer 

Larry Fahrenbacher 
IPMS#22550 

Ph. (559) 252-0569 
E-mail: lefahren-
bacher@att.net 

 
Webmaster 

Scott GistIPMS#  
E-mail:scottgist1@att.net 

Parting Shot: And heres the 
first Graduate from Ninja 

SPECOPS School 

Parting Shot 
 

Did we miss somthin? 
 

 
“Build or Die” 

Hobbytown USA 
            A National Franchise 

Where you 
CAN build 

your 
dreams. 

 
 

 
 
 

We have supplies for: 
Radio controlled planes, cars, boats. 

Model trains, planes, automobiles rockets. 
Adventure and historical games. 

Educational and Science supplies & Kits. 
Craft supplies. 

 
We also do repairs on radio control equipment and vehicles. 

Located at 3069 W. Bullard 
Ph. (559) 435-3342 
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     We generally hold our meetings on the 
third Thursday of the month. They are 
currently held in the meeting room of  
Hobbytown that is located on the South 
West corner of Bullard & Marks Next to 
the Fresno County Library extension. 
     The meetings start at 7:00 p.m. and end 
at 9:00 p.m. You can get more information 
by contacting our chapter contact Karl 
Knoch C/O IPMS/Fresno Scale Modelers 
P.O. Box 2277 Clovis, CA.  93613-2277 or 
by e-mail at t34bozo@yahoo.com 
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