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Car Pho to :  
 

IPMS Dragon Lady 
2010 Model Contest 

 
Saturday, July 24, 2010 

“Wet and Wild” 
 

First Methodist Church 
3101 Colusa Hwy. 

Yuba City,  CA 
POC:  Don Terbush, 530-674-8194 
Email: donaldterbush@yahoo.com  

 

  The above Car model is the 
“Best of Show” overall for the 
Stockton Region IX Contest for 
2010. 

   The car was scratch built with 
many of the cars functions as oper-
able: including Roll-up windows, 
working brake pedals, hood latch, 
etc.  
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IPMS 

FRESNO SCALE MODELERS 

� � + ( � , �

with my uncle, aunt and my 
mom...even if we still had parts left 
over.   
     From then on, you could say that I 
was hooked.  Unfortunately, at that 
time, models were pretty much rele-
gated to department stores toy sec-
tion, and that was that.  No paints, no 
glue, and no hobby supplies.  Glue 
pretty much had to be found at hard-
ware stores, and my knowledge of 
model building was pretty much…
elementary.   
     In those days, model building for 
me was pretty much few and far be-
tween.  Once in a great while, my 
mom or dad would by me a kit, and 
that in itself was a great joy!  I some-
how, to this day do not know how I 
acquired “plastic cement.”  How-
ever, I do recall, “snagging” an old 
double-edge Gillette “safety” razor 
blade (my dad’s) from the medicine 
chest and using that to cut parts from 
the sprue and trim off excess plastic 
flash.  I don’t think I ever seriously 
injured myself.  But I do recall get-
ting lots of knicks on my fingers!  I’m 
very fortunate I never lost any fin-
gers.  Somehow, I kept the razor 
blade well hidden, and my parent 
never found out. 
     And I did find out that toenail and 
cuticle clippers worked really well in 
cutting and nail files did come in 
handy when it came to trimming and 
cleaning up plastic parts and pieces.  
Yes, I confess, I did raid my mom and 
dad’s manicure and pedicure kits.  
And, I have to say those were really 
handy tools!!  Again, I have to also 
confess this…I did use a lot of Q-

our home was always in the flight 
path of departure from the (former) 
naval air station.   
     Later one year, during Christ-
mas, my uncle gave me a 1/48 
scale, Aurora, SE. 5 British bi-
plane as a present.  And later that 
day, we both did our best to assem-
ble it the best we could.  My mom 
and aunt both helped out in trying 
to comprehend the instructions, and 
my aunt was trimming the decals.  
We later found out that you had to 
dip them into water, and then trans-
fer them onto the model.  As far as 
it went, I definitely had an interest-
ing time piecing the model together 

    
     Greetings, my Fellow Plastic Fa-
natics!  Ever wonder how you got 
started in modeling?  Well, for me, it 
all started when my dad use to bring 
home built or half-built models from 
work, at the barracks he was inspect-
ing at Andersen AFB on Guam.  The 
models he found were left lying 
around by GI’s who were shipped off 
to Vietnam, or who were getting ro-
tated back to home.  Keep in mind it 
was during the mid ‘60’s, and the 
Vietnam War was at its peak.  The 
island was just buzzing with military 
and civilian aircraft, not to mention 

Maurice Saicon 
  

Chapter President 
IPMS/USA NO.  34000 

 
Thursday, 18 March 2010 



setting, we’ll soon have a 
demo later on this evening.     

 
The Treasurers Report:  As per 

our “Treasurer Extraordi-
naire” Walter “PPK” 
Reuter’s report, the club/
chapter account are still hold-
ing very strong in our savings 
and checking’s account and 
all are still in good standing.  
For more information regard-
ing our club accounts and 
finances, please feel free to 
contact Walter.                                             

   
                   
     Once the topic of Business discus-
sion was completed, the helm was 
then turned over to “Father” 
Domenic, Program Director.  To-
night event, “Speed-Building.”  Be-
cause of the many “legacy” kits still 
left over from our very good friend, 
Don Emmett’s collection, they were 
all gathered on and placed on the 
center table for members to choose 
for their Speed-Build subject.  Dom 
began by calling upon to “Squadron 
CO’s” to get their groups together, 
then to have the squadron-mates 
choose from the many models avail-
able.  Once all the members present 
chose the model they were to build, 
the order was given to start building 
as soon as possible, utilizing all tool 
brought in by the members. 
 
 
SPEED BUILD…IN SES-

SION! 
 
 

     At approximately 7:35 PM, the 
speed build session commenced, and 
all members began furiously cutting 
and cleaning plastic.  This was a 
competition to see who could beat 
time of 1-hour, and the finishers will 
be awarded with a couple of old 
Tamiya Model Magazines from “El 
Presidente’s collection.   
     Some members picked 
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tips…as paint brushes to paint and 
camouflage my models!!  I used them 
on my Revell, 1/32 scale Mig-21, my 
friend’s Revell, (Baa Baa Black 
Sheep) F4U-1 Corsair, and my 
Monogram, 1/48 scale P-47 Thun-
derbolt (Gabby Gabreski’s plane).  
Asides from all that cotton lint, those 
models didn’t look that bad!!            
      
 
 

THE MEETING 
 

 
      This evening, our Fresno Scale 
Modelers Chapter meeting was held 
at HobbyTown USA’s multi-purpose 
meeting room, on Thursday, 18 Feb-
ruary 2010, located at the southwest 
corner of Bullard and Marks Avenue.  
Tonight, there were a total of 22 peo-
ple present, most of whom were club 
members.  Once again, our compa-
dres from Kings County Scale Model-
ers, Louis Castro, Richard Perez, 
Scott Gist, and Ed Shipe all cruised 
up from Lemoore tonight and made it 
to our meeting this evening.  We’d 
also like to welcome aboard James 
Bargas and his three sons who made 
it to our meeting.  Gentlemen, thank 
you all very much for attending.  
You’re always welcome!           
 
     At 7:00 PM, I called the meeting 
to order, and started us off with in-
troductions.  Once everyone was in-
troduced, the evening’s agenda for 
business discussion was underway  
 
 
 

BUSINESS 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 
2010 Kick-Off Classic:  Saturday, 

20 March 2010.  Santa Clara 
Convention Center, 5001 
Great American Parkway.  
Sponsored by Silicon Valley 

Scale Modelers.  (Silicon 
Valley, California, Region 
9).  POC:  Chris Bucholtz, 
510-769-8316. 

 
Learning To Fly:  SUNDAY, 11 

April 2010, San Joaquin 
Country Fair Grounds, 1658 
S. Airport Way.  Sponsored 
by IPMS San Joaquin Valley 
Scale Modelers.  (San Joa-
quin Valley, California, Re-
gion 9).  POC:  Bob Phil-
lips, 209-401-3813.     

 
Best of the West XIV:  Satur-

day, 22 May 2010, 2800 
South Boulder Highway.  
Sponsored by IPMS Las Ve-
gas Chapter.  (Henderson, 
Nevada, Region 8).  POC:  
Johnny Galza, 702-658-
6029. 

 
San Diego Model Expo 2010:  

Saturday, 5 June 2010.  San 
Diego Air & Space Museum, 
Gillespie Field.  3335 
Kenney St.  Sponsored by 
IPMS San Diego.  (El 
Cajon, California, Region 8.  
POC:  Gary Williams, 858-
453-8777. 

 
 

FSM BUSINESS: 
      

 
New Overhead Projector…GOT 

ONE!  Tonight, Vice Presi-
dent John “Bubblehead” 
Ballman brought in the new 
NEC overhead projector, 
which he had recently pur-
chased from Staples along 
with a projector screen.  JB 
states that this new piece of 
equipment has a lot of fea-
tures that he’s yet to dis-
cover.  However, I’m sure 
we’ll all get our chance to 
show our wares and presen-
tations…just as soon as we 
can download on to our 
thumb-drives.  As JB begins 



up easy kits while some picked out 
more challenging subjects.  In my 
case, the kit I picked out was the old 
Revell-Monogram, 1/48 scale Doug-
las A-1H (Air Force) Skyraider, one 
of my old favorites.  Well, I decided 
to pick out this challenging model 
because I thought it would be a 
cinch.  Man!  Was I mistaken!  I did 
my best to stay within the realm of 
the time.  Unfortunately, I found my-
self doing more sanding and clean-
ing, and also test-fitting.  Of course, 
it’s a really bad habit to do, espe-
cially, when it comes to speed build-
ing!  At any rate, I continue to en-
deavor.   
     Tonight, the members were in 
their element, launching parts and 
pieces into the air, and the known 
universe, cursing, swearing, and pro-
ducing new words of wisdom.  So 
much for AMS (Advance Modeler’s 
Syndrome) with this bunch!  
     As I glanced to my right, Larry 
“Big Easy” was having a joy of a 
time with his Airfix, (“Air-repair”) 
1/72 scale British Electric Canberra, 
while to my left, “Sugar” Ray was 
having a breeze with his old Mono-
gram, 1/48 scale Messerschmitt Me-
262.  As I glanced around at all the 
members who were building, I must 
say that most of you were pretty 
much focused overall!    
     The Skyraider I chose was a really 
nice warbird subject.  But you can 
imagine that this was a “re-issue” 
was a real doozy and I found a lot of 
parts that were “short-shot” and also 
had severed sink holes!  I later re-
called that when I first built the old 
Navy version wasn’t much of a fit 
issue.  I did use a lot of putty on the 
drop tanks and weapons.  But not as 
bad as to what I’ve experienced here 
tonight.  No gap-filler or putty here 
tonight! 
     One by one, my fellow modelers 
were beating me to the punch.  
Again, I found myself sanding more 
parts and pieces…until I realized I 

was in a speed-build competition.  
The wings on my Skyraider were 
severely warped, and I had to use 
alligator clips to clamp them down 
while the liquid cement cured.  In 
the end, once the wings were mated 
to the fuselage, the distinctive dihe-
dral seen on all A-1’s just wasn’t 
there!   
     Oh well, so far, things were go-
ing smooth, until I had to install the 
landing gear.  I wish I had test-
fitted them first, but of course, I was 
shooting from the hip with this one.  
Slowly but surely, I manage to get 
the landing gear to keep still.  But 
had to keep eyeballing them. 
     Well, when all was said and 
done, I was still building past the 
hour allotted.  But overall, I really 
did enjoy this Speed-Build session 
as most of you have.  And some of 
us finally got something built to-
night!! 
 
     At approximately, 8:45 PM, 
members began to wrap things up 
with the Speed-Build session.  JB 
then began showing off some of the 
images of his “RevMiya” F-14A 
Tomcat “kit-bash” project.  Nice 
kitty JB!  He later showed us some 
of the models pictures he 
downloaded off the Internet and 
highlighted some the great works 
that some of these modelers dis-
played with their aircraft, and also 
pointing out their skills in highlight-
ing panel lines, pre-shading and 
weathering various areas.  Al-
though, we really wanted to watch 
more of the overhead images, we 
were already passed the hour of 
9:00 PM and “Evil” Ernie Gee was 
ready to close up and set the alarm. 
 
     The Fresno Scale Modelers 
meeting adjourned at approxi-
mately 9:15 PM.       
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Photos from the March Speed build 
 



 
 

 
  

� ' % ( ) ( * � � � ( � ' �� � + ( � 0 �



* � � � � + � � � � � $ � � �
�

� ' ) - � ( � � 	 
 � � � � - ( � 
 � �

& �%,-������%$�������������.//�$��� �

Ph. E-mail:  
 

Contact 
Carl knoch 

IPMS# 40920  
  

E-mail: t34bozo@yahoo.com 
  

Treasurer 
Walter Reuter 
IPMS# 30820 

Ph. (559) 297-7242 
E-mail:  

Program Director 
Domenic Ortiz 
IPMS# 5128 

President 
Maurice Saicon 

IPMS# 3400 
Ph. (559) 277-9649 

E-mail: msaicon@ yahoo.com 
 

Vice President 
John Ballman 
IPMS# 39664 

Ph. (559) 439-3870 
E-mail: 

Jballman05@comcast.net 
 

 
Chapter Secretary 

 

Ph. (559) 222-1042 
E-mail: ort997@aol.com 
Editor / Photographer 

Larry Fahrenbacher 
IPMS#22550 

Ph. (559) 252-0569 
E-mail: lefahren-
bacher@att.net 

 
Webmaster 

Scott GistIPMS#  
E-mail:scottgist1@att.net 

Parting Shot: And heres the 
first Graduate from Ninja 

SPECOPS School 

Parting Shot 
 
 

“Build or Die” 
 

Hobbytown USA 
            A National Franchise 

Where you 
CAN build 

your 
dreams. 

 
 

 
 
 

We have supplies for: 
Radio controlled planes, cars, boats. 

Model trains, planes, automobiles rockets. 
Adventure and historical games. 

Educational and Science supplies & Kits. 
Craft supplies. 

 
We also do repairs on radio control equipment and vehicles. 

Located at 3069 W. Bullard 
Ph. (559) 435-3342 
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     We generally hold our meetings on the 
third Thursday of the month. They are 
currently held in the meeting room of  
Hobbytown that is located on the South 
West corner of Bullard & Marks Next to 
the Fresno County Library extension. 
     The meetings start at 7:00 p.m. and end 
at 9:00 p.m. You can get more information 
by contacting our chapter contact Karl 
Knoch C/O IPMS/Fresno Scale Modelers 
P.O. Box 2277 Clovis, CA.  93613-2277 or 
by e-mail at t34bozo@yahoo.com 
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Hobbytown 
 
 

Library      

Marks 

Bullard 
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E 

N e x t  M o n t h s  M e e t i n g   
M a y  2 0 t h  

 M e e t i n g  R o o m  a t  H o b b y t o w n  
7 : 0 0  p . m . 

 


